
 

 

Charlotte's Web 
E.B. White 

 
This title presents the tale of how a little girl named Fern, with the 

help of a friendly spider, saved her pig Wilbur from the usual fate of 

nice fat little pigs. 
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-Year 4 (age 8-9) 
 
A selection of books especially selected for children in Year 4 (8 - 9 year olds) 
of average reading ability. 

 
If your child is a competent reader or has read all these titles, then try the 
books from the Year 5 list. Alternatively if these books are a little challenging, 
try books from the Year 3 list. 

 
A Dog So Small 
Philippa Pearce 

 
Ben Blewitt is desperate for a dog. He's picked out the biggest and 

best dogs from the books in the library - and he just knows he's going 

to get one for his birthday. Ben is excited when the big day arrives, but 

he receives a picture of a dog instead of a real one! But the 

imagination can be a powerful thing, and when Ben puts his to work, 

his adventures really begin! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Walliams books 

DAVID WALLIAMS is an actor and writer best known for his work with Matt Lucas in the multi - 

award-winning sketch show Little Britain. His debut children's novel, The Boy in the Dress, 

was published in 2008 to unanimous critical acclaim and he has since developed a reputation 

as a natural successor to Roald Dahl. 
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The Thieves of Ostia 

Caroline Lawrence 

 
A brilliant historical mystery set in Roman times. 

The Thieves of Ostia is all about Flavia and her friends who get 

involved in a mystery set in the Roman port of Ostia in the year 79 

AD. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Horrible Histories, Science and Geography series 
 

These are a series of books designed to engage children in history, science and geography 

by concentrating on the unusual, gory, or unpleasant. 

There are different titles available in each series. 
 

 



 

 

Horrid Henry 

Francesca Simon 

 
A funny story about a boy called Henry who doesn't like going on 

holiday. Henry has a brother called Perfect Peter. Moody Margaret 

has told Henry all about her holiday at the camp and Henry is all 

happy. But when he gets there he isn't very happy at all. 

Other titles available in this series. 
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Connor's Eco Den 
Pippa Goodhart 

 
The Hogg family is bursting out of their small house so Mr. Hogg 

challenges his three sons to build an extra bedroom themselves. 

Who will come up with the best design? Barrington Stoke 

specialises in books for reluctant, struggling and dyslexic readers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lost! The Hundred-Mile-An-Hour Dog 
Jeremy Strong 

 
Streaker the dog is lost. And not just a bit lost, 

but really lost! It wasn't even her fault! She 

wanted to protect some pies from the pie 

robber and suddenly she's miles from home 

and two-legged Trevor and she has to make 

friends with a cat. A cat! But it gets a lot hairier 

when they find themselves face-to-face with a 

baboon ...For the first time ever, Streaker tells 

her incredible adventures in her own words - 

and very funny words they are too. Rowan 

Clifford's illustrations add to the chaotic fun. 

Other titles available by this author. 
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Mr Gum and the Dancing Bear 
Andy Stanton 

Mr Gum returns in the fifth shamelessly hilarious book...Good 

evening. Do you like bears called Padlock? Course you do. Do you 

like hot-air balloons? Course you do. Do you like tall sailing ships 

with mad sea captains, and horrifying old villains and words like 

'wab!', 'tungler' and 'kelp'? COURSE you do! Well, guess what, you 

lucky little nibbleheads? This book's got all of those things - and a lot 

more besides. It's a rollicker! It's a frolicker! It's a funtime sun-time 

yollicker! So what you waiting for? Get reading! 

More titles available in this series. 

 
 
 
 

Shakespeare Stories 

An excellent introduction to Shakespeare for the junior reader. 
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Swallows and Amazons 
Arthur Ransome 

 
The ultimate children's classic - long summer days filled with 

adventure. John, Susan, Titty and Roger sail their boat, Swallow, to a 

deserted island for a summer camping trip. Exploring and playing 

sailors is an adventure in itself but the island holds more excitement in 

store. Two fierce Amazon pirates, Nancy and Peggy, challenge them 

to war and a summer of battles and alliances ensues. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Battle of Bubble and Squeak 
Philippa Pearce 

 
Sid, Peggy and Amy adore the two gerbils, Bubble and Squeak, but 

their mother detests them. A major family battle results, and it's clear 

life is never going to be quite the same again. But after a near fatal 

encounter between Bubble and Ginger the cat, Mrs Sparrow begins to 

see that life with 2 gerbils might not be so bad after all. 
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The Butterfly Lion 
Michael Morpurgo 

 
A lyrical and moving tale of a young boy growing up in Africa, and his 

lifelong friendship with a white lion. “All my life I'll think about you, I 

promise I will. I won't ever forget you”. Bertie rescues an orphaned 

white lion cub from the African veld: they are inseparable until Bertie is 

sent to boarding school far away in England and the lion is sold to a 

circus. Bertie swears that one day they will see one another again, but 

it is the butterfly lion which ensures that their friendship will never be 

forgotten. 
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The Dancing Bear 
Michael Morpurgo 

 
A gentle and deeply moving story of a young girl and her bear, told 

with great charm by a master storyteller. High in the mountains, in a 

tiny village, an abandoned bear cub is adopted by a lonely orphan 

child. Soon they are inseparable, beloved by the whole village -- safe, 

until the arrival of a glamorous film crew who need a dancing bear! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Firework-maker's Daughter 
Philip Pullman 

 
More than anything else in the world, Lila wants to be a Firework- 

Maker. But every Firework-Maker must make a perilous journey to 

face the terrifying Fire-Fiend! Can Lila possibly survive? Especially 

when she doesn't know she needs special protection to survive his 

flames...The exciting and heart-warming story of Lila's journey to face 

the fearful fire demon fizzes with fun and drama. 
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War Boy: A Country Childhood 
Michael Foreman 

 
Michael Foreman woke up when an incendiary bomb dropped through 

the roof of his Lowestoft home. Luckily, it missed his bed by inches, 

bounced off the floor and exploded up the chimney. So begins 

Michael's fascinating, brilliantly illustrated tale of growing up on the 

Suffolk frontline during World War II. He tells how he and his friends 

and family coped with bombing raids and deadly doodlebugs, how gas 

masks were great for making rude noises, and how nothing could beat 

rabbit pie! 
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Woof! 
Allan Ahlberg 

 
He felt a curious tingling in his hands and feet. He felt his nose 

becoming cold and wet, his ears becoming flappy. The thought in his 

mind was: 'I'm turning into a dog!' Eric is a perfectly ordinary boy. 

Perfectly ordinary that is, until the night when, in fifteen seconds flat, he 

turns into a dog! Eric and his best friend are determined to sniff out the 

truth - what makes an ordinary boy go 'woof'? 
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